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NOV 01 � Days of the Dead
Speaker:  Rev. Stephen Atkinson
Co-ordinator:  Vandy Savage

In many Hispanic and Latin
American cultures, today and
tomorrow are celebrated as a time
to honour those who have died, but
in effect they bring the awareness
of death to the forefront of each
person�s mind.  I�ll talk about our
own mortality and how the fact of
death adds meaning to life.

NOV 08 � What Comes With
Remembering
Speaker:  Rev. Stephen Atkinson
Co-ordinator:  Andrea Berman

When we remember, especially when
it is formalized as it is on Nov 11th

and other more personal
anniversaries, a number of issues and
emotions ride in on the memories.
As we remember and honour those
who have died in service to us or to
the world, I�ll address the implications
of remembering.
NOV 15 � TBA
NOV 22 �Celebrating a True
Servant:  The Life of Dr. Lotta
Hitschmanova
Speaker:  Rev. Stephen Atkinson
and Joyce Thierry
Co-ordinator:  Andrea Berman
The 100th anniversary of the birth
of Dr. Lotta Hitschmanova occurs
this week, and this month we�ve
been collecting Outreach funds for

the Unitarian Service Committee
of Canada, which Dr. Lotta
founded.  Today, our member and
keen student of Hitschmanova�s
life, Joyce Thierry will assist in a
service honouring her work which
continues to inspire us.

NOV 29 � Gaia, Mother Earth
and the Oneness of Everything

Speaker/Musician:  Jim Scott
Co-ordinator:  Stephen Atkinson
Jim Scott is a UU musician and
composer of a number of hymns
we love to sing; he also helped
create the Green Sanctuary
Program of the Unitarian
Universalist Association.  In this
service, Jim intersperses songs with
personal reflections on spiritual
ecological awareness, leading us to
a deeper connection with the earth,
our life support system.  Uplifting
songs balance the hard truths,
leaving us inspired to continue the
work of healing the planet.

Mission Statement
The mission of North Shore
Unitarian Church is to empower
people to live with greater depth,
meaning and purpose. We  welcome
all to our caring community, foster
spiritual growth free of dogma, and
inspire actions in the service of life.

  North Shore Unitarian Church



From the Minister

Reverend
Stephen
Atkinson

OFFICE HOURS:
Wednesday 4:30 to 6 pm;
Thursday 5:30 to 7 pm;
Friday 1 to 3 pm;
Other times by appointment.

November is the second worst
month of the year for me, following
February and nearly tied by March;
bad in the sense of the mood they
tend to instil or the endurance
required to see them through.  Most
places I�ve lived, November is
barren: leafless trees, brown grass,
looming skies, cold rain and,
usually, first snow. Here it�s the
month when the clouds grow dark
and thick; the hard rains start, even
if there is still a lot of green around.
The time change allows the night
to steal a slice of daylight.

The notable days in November are
also dark: the Day of the Dead or
All Saints� Day; Remembrance Day.
In Roman Catholicism, the day after
All Saints� is All Souls� Day, when
people pray for those who have
died but haven�t yet been received
into heaven, the forlorn folks
allegedly stuck in Purgatory.  Lots
of places and times
commemorating the dead converge
in November.

So I enter November with a faint
sense of dread � that is before I
remember that November, like
death, is simply a fact of life, a part
of the great cycle that turns and
turns without prejudice or intended
evil or goodness.  It�s only I who
bring that into the experience.

Only then do I remember that the
Americans I know and appreciate
mark Thanksgiving this month with
astonishing enthusiasm and love.

And that some of my favourite
people celebrate their birthdays in

November, including this year the
100th anniversary of the birth of
Lotta Hitschmanova, the founder of
the Unitarian Service Committee of
Canada and in her time the face
and voice of Unitarianism in Canada
in the mid-20th Century.

And I remember that visiting a
grave can be a deeply moving and
meaningful experience, especially
if one truly visits it and the person
laid to rest there, taking time to
revive the memories, good and
bad, and to accept them as part of
what has formed our life and
character.

And I remember that November
11 th is a day when we mark
sadness, but also the dedication to
the living made by those who gave
their lives; we mark the horrors of
war, but are also called upon to
contemplate what would have
happened if no one had risen to
fight gross injustice and to feel
gratitude.

And I remember that in our church
calendar this month are a number
of special November events: both
card- and gift-making workshops,
the Artarians craft fair, the first
rehearsal for the children�s
Christmas pageant.  Advance whiffs
of the fragrances of December.

We�ll also have the first of three
congregational workshops looking
into how we will bring into reality
our mission statement.  You�ll find
an article on this further on in the
newsletter.  I�d like to make a
special invitation to you to attend
these workshops; they�ll start to lay
the foundation for this next phase
in our church�s story, the
accomplishment of our mission.

I guess all that is enough to get
me through November.

Don�t forget... Sunday
announcements can often be
included on the yellow insert
in the Order of Service if you
send them to the Office by
Thursday afternoon.

Notable November Dates

4th, 1562: Freedom of religious
interpretation recognized in
Poland, leading to
establishment of a Polish
Unitarian movement lasting
more than 100 years.

10th,1880:The First
Universalist Church of Olinda
was organized; it is still a going
concern in southwestern
Ontario.

15th,1826:  Joseph Tuckerman
begins his work with the poor
of Boston; he was the first of
what we now call Community
Ministers (of which our own
Rev. Arthur Berman is one);
Tuckerman�s efforts also helped
form the field of Social Work.

28th, 1909: Birth of Lotta
Hitschmanova, founder of the
Unitarian Service Committee of
Canada.



President�s Message

Wayne
Hanna

November already!  How quickly fall
passes and we look forward to the
possibility of snow, Christmas and,
oh yes, the Olympics.

October was a busy month at our
church.  The meeting of Unitarians
from the lower mainland (BC
Heartwarming) went very well all
the Lower mainland congregations
plus representatives from Kamloops
and Kelowna in attendance.  We
heard a message from the new CUC
Executive Director and there was a
sense of hope that the CUC and
BC could find new ways to work
together.  Thank you Stephen for
taking the initiative and for your
work in making this a success.

The primary focus of your Board,
this fall, has been on how we can
turn our mission into action.  We
know that if we are to succeed in
�empowering people to live with
greater depth, meaning and
purpose�, we must make these
important concepts a part of our
everyday spiritual life.  The Board
appreciates the work of the Healthy
Growth Committee (Lorraine
McGregor, Pat Meyer, and Karen
Gram) in leading this important
process.

Implementing our mission will take
some effort.  It will take some of
your time.  Our plan to hold
workshops on putting our mission
into action this fall, winter and
spring does not mean that we put
everything on hold, only that as we
continue to do the work of our

CANVAS HAPPENS

Jim Stephenson,1 of the 2-Amigos-
and-1-Amiga Canvass Trio

Since the NSUC board voted to
continue the church for another
year, the canvass committee is
holding another annual pledge
drive to raise the necessary funds.

Canvass season is a great time of
year. It includes Thanksgiving, the
International Film Festival, the start
of the hockey season, the end of
the CFL and baseball seasons,
Halloween, and Remembrance Day.
It�s a really busy time of year, and
by the time you read this, it will be
almost half over. It  starts with
Canvass Sunday on October 18, and
finishes when the last pledges have
been turned in on November 22.

In fact, it�s such a short and busy
season, that you might miss it. To
prevent such a tragedy, and help
you relax a bit during this hectic
time, please play some soft music,
and read on.

The theme for this year�s canvass
is part of our new mission
statement: �Belong with Heart�.
Watch for  Belong-with-Heart pins
on the name tags of those who
have already turned in their pledge.

So if you haven�t pledged yet, we
invite you to take a moment, sit
down with your most spiritual and
generous self, and decide on your
fair share of financial support for
our community for the coming year.
Then, we ask you to complete the
paper work and turn in your pledge
form.  By this time, you should have
received your pledge packet in the
mail, unless you picked it up on
Thanksgiving Sunday.  If not, you
can call the church to request one.

Each year, we appreciate those who
make a generous pledge to our
shared community, especially

those who get their pledges in
early. We are all too busy this time
of year to postpone anything. So
please accept our invitation to
belong with heart, ... and hurry up.

church we look at how we could
do things better.

We hope that you will come to
these workshops (November 21,
January 16 and March 13) and
assist us to develop the plan for
the ongoing growth of our spiritual
community.

We continue to be in a holding
pattern regarding the sale of our
property as we wait for West
Vancouver to decide on the
rezoning request.  Uncertainty and
transitions often lead to increased
anxiety.  Hopefully we can all hang
in there together and get through
this time of uncertainty while
moving towards our vision of a
strong, caring, serving religious
community.

We have two important leadership
positions vacant (Chair of the
Human Resources Committee and
Chair of the Building and Grounds
Committee) and we are seeking
assistance in filling these roles.

�Let us open ourselves, here,
now, to the process of becoming

more whole �

of living more fully

of giving and forgiving more
freely,

of understanding more
completely the meaning of our

lives here on earth� (Tim Haley)

We welcome your comments and
input.  Feel free to call me at 604
921 9580 if you have anything to
discuss regarding the on-going
operation of our church.

I look forward to your participation
in our �Turning our Mission into
Action� Workshops.



Update on our Planning for a

New Home

Jim Stephenson, scribe for The New
Building Task Force

The New Building Task Force
(NBTF) continued to monitor events
this summer and is again holding
monthly meetings.  Here�s a quick
update on what�s happening now.

The rezoning of our current location
is before the West Vancouver
council and planning department as
a development called �Elliott Court�.
(No, it�s not going to be called
�Unitarian Universe�.)  The proposal
is working its way through the
District planning department.
Based on community feedback, the
project has been scaled back to
fewer (but larger) units.  The
project is also sparking enthusiasm
in the planning department by
being the first to offer fee-simple,
zero-lot-line units in West
Vancouver.  This eliminates the
need for a strata council, which can
reduce costs and hassles for the
residents.  The next step will be a
follow-up meeting with neighbours.
The enthusiasm of the planning
department for this new concept,
along with the improving real estate
market, makes it more likely that
Elliott Court will receive final
approval.

On the where-do-we-go-to side,
the task force continues to monitor
potential sites, and to follow leads.
One prospect we have explored is
buying one of the Anglican church
sites that may become available as
the Anglican Diocese proceeds with
reassessment of the number of
their churches.  St. Stephens on
22nd in West Vancouver surfaced as
a particularly desirable location and
building.  However, this possibility
now seems unlikely as that
congregation has recently
purchased land for a home for their
new minister.(Don�t tell Stephen)

Becoming part of the Seylynn
Village project at Fern Street and
Mountain Highway continues to be
a possibility.  Seylynn Village
received final District of NV
approval on October 19th and
Hynes Development has indicated
a strong interest in including our
congregation in that community.
The task force is working to define
that option to determine whether
it should be presented to the
congregation for consideration.

Task force subcommittees are
working to refine our space
requirements, identify sustainability
issues, and learn from the
experiences of other congregations
which have built or renovated new
homes.  The New Building Task
Force has scheduled an update
session after church on November
15, during which these matters will
be described and discussed.  Please
come and participate.

As always, we welcome any leads
you may have for possible sites and
task force members are always
willing to answer questions or
accept suggestions.

Ever thought about doing the
aesthetics for a Sunday service but
did not know how to go about it,
or who to speak to?  Well, your
questions will be warmly received
by Jasha Ramsay-Latter, who has
stepped in as the interim aesthetics
coordinator for Sunday Services,
after Sara Robinson (and Evan!)
generously provided the majority
of decorations for the last three
years. Each week, Sara created
something visually beautiful for the
eyes of the congregation, and
provided candles for the chalice
lighting and the �care and
concerns� committee.

Here is your chance to bring  beauty
and  grace to the chancel!! No
experience is necessary, and there
is no right way to do this charming
task�.each person brings their own
ideas and items, providing pleasure
to those who enjoy viewing these
creations for the services.

 If this interests you, whether you
are an old time member or
someone new to our community,
we need your creativity!! There is
a sign up sheet listing the dates of
our Sunday services over the� Care
and Concerns� book in the lobby
of the church, close to the stairwell.
Please look at it and see if any of
the dates would suit you, and put
your name and phone number in.
Jasha is most willing to offer you
guidance and support, if it is your
first time, and also provide some
resources (vases, artificial flowers,
candles etc) if you don�t have
suitable odds and ends. Do phone
her!! She welcomes your interest.
And look around your home!! There
is very likely some object you would
enjoy sharing with the
congregation, and the act of
decorating will bring  joy to our
congregation and to yourself!!

Building Task Force

Directory Updates

Jon Moore

New address:

6875 Copper Cove Road
West Vancouver, BC V7W 2K4

Jonnyp716@hotmail.com

Here�s Your Opportunity to
Bring Grace & Beauty to our
Church...



The MISSION INTO ACTION
Workshop Series

Please attend three workshops that
are designed to help you feel a
greater sense of community and
belonging to the church.

What is the Purpose of the
Workshops?

Did you feel welcomed on your first
visit to the North Shore Unitarian
Church? Do you still feel welcome?
When did you feel you belonged to
this church? This feeling may still
be elusive for some:.for others, it
feels like home.

Our goal is to create an environment
that generates spirituality and
community so that current
members and newcomers get these
needs met.  Our new mission
statement: is: �Belong with Heart,
Thrive in Spirit, Act in Service.�
The board has asked the Healthy
Growth Committee to help the
church bring this Mission into
Action.

You Are Invited to Participate
Successful journeys are done in
steps, so first we will explore
�Belong with Heart� to see how this
looks in action. Before one can
�Belong�, one must feel �Welcomed�.
�Welcoming�, experienced by
different people, is one of the best
indicators of a church�s health and
wellness. Our first step in bringing
Mission into Action will be to
explore new ways of increasing
NSUC�s health and wellness.

To foster creativity in support of this
work, we invite the wealth of talent
in our congregation to think deeply
about belonging and welcoming.
The board is hosting a series of
three 4-hour workshops: Nov 21st,
Jan 16th and March 13th from 9 AM
- 1:30 PM at St. David�s Church.

What You Will Learn and Do:
At these facilitated events you will
work in large and small groups:

N o v e m b e r 2 1 s t :
• Understand �welcoming� and
�belonging� as they currently apply
for members and visitors
• Explore personal experiences,
discovering what generates feelings
of community and spirituality for you;
• By putting ourselves in another�s
shoes, seeing what that means for
those with different needs than our
own.

J a n u a r y 1 6 t h
• Generate ideas for creating a
welcoming environment inclusive of
people with varied needs;
• Select those with the greatest
chance of being implemented
successfully.

M a r c h 1 3 t h
• Create action and communication
plans for these ideas to make
implementation possible
• Create examples of how this plan
would be experienced by various
people to test how it is working
• Decide distribution of the work
across the current committee
structure or if new committees are
needed for delivery.

We Need You to Register:
Please call Brian McConnell at
604-984-8339 or e-mail at
mcbrian@shaw.ca by November 15th

TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS:

1. Anyone can come.

2. We want to inspire 50-70 people
(or more!) to join in.

3. This work will take all three
workshops. We start November 21st

developing it into an action plan at
the end of the 3rd workshop on
March 13th.

4. If you can�t commit to all three,
please attend at least one to add
your ideas into the plan - you may
be inspired to attend more.

5. To register, contact Brian
McConnell at 604-984-8339 or
mcbrian@shaw.ca by Nov 15th.

6. Disney inspired this process to
foster creativity and collaboration
among their animators. It�s fast and
imaginative, helping us work as
one, with all contributions valued -
fun guaranteed.

7. Think ahead. Bring your curiosity,
enthusiasm and ideas.
Refreshments will be provided at
mid-morning breaks.

8.Our leaders are Lorraine
McGregor, Pat Meyer and Karen
Gram of the Healthy Growth
committee with help from Project
Champion Wayne Hanna, Stephen
Atkinson and the Board. The
champion is responsible to follow
through the implementation phase
and on as we explore the mission�s
next aspects.

9. We�d love at least one family
member to participate. Your views
of family life at church are vital.
Childcare will be provided if you
indicate your need on your
registration form.

10. Please call Brian if you find you
can�t make it after registering so
we�ll know the correct numbers.

11. It wouldn�t be appropriate for
people from outside the church to
participate if they�re not part of our
Unitarian community.

12. These workshops have been
designed to create action plans to
make changes that will bring our
�Mission into Action�. The Board and
Healthy Growth are committed to
following through. Interest and
commitment from the congregation
will make it work.

More Questions? Please call our
Project Champion Wayne Hanna at
604-921-9580. Call Brian
McConnell at 604-984-8339 or e-
mail at mcbrian@shaw.ca by Nov.
15th



Programs for Mind, Heart,
Spirit (formerly Adult Religious

Education)

At our October meeting, we
decided a more welcoming name
would better reflect how our
committee�s programs can enhance
the church�s vision banner found on
our website: �Belong with Heart.
Thrive in Spirit. Act in Service.�

To properly act in service, one
needs not only to act from a
generous heart and a grounded
spirit but also to understand the
issues involved. This is where our
classes, talks, and workshops come
in. For example, there is a link
between our what we learned in
our classes on climate change and
how committed and effective we
can be to help in the work of the
Social Responsibility Committee on
the environment.

We�re very excited about our two
upcoming November programs.
One of our committee members will
be happy to take your registration
downstairs after church for the next
several Sundays.

Three Prophets of Religious
Liberalism with Rev. Arthur
Berman

The early history of Unitarianism
in North America is an important
part of our faith tradition. We�re
very fortunate that our own
member, Rev. Arthur Berman, has
offered to bring his extensive
knowledge of that history to a
three-evening book-study program
based on Channing, Emerson,
Parker: Three Prophets of Religious
Liberalism, starting on the evening
of Remembrance Day, Wednesday,
November 11th  from 7:00 � 9:00
pm in the Fireside Room. This
program continues November 25th
and December 16th.

Because each week builds on the
last week, people should commit

to attending all three sessions. The
book is under 200 pages. Books,
which are CAD $15, have been
ordered from the UUA, and the
sign-up sheet is on our bulletin
board. There is a somewhat flexible
limit of 15 spaces for this program.
Be sure to leave your e-mail or
phone number, as we will send
reminders before each session.

SoulCollage® with Wanda Morris

Join Wanda Morris Saturday,
November 28th from 9:00 am to
4:30 pm for this one-day workshop
where you will learn about
SoulCollagefi, a spiritual practice
that allows participants to access
their inner wisdom. Wanda says it�s
also great fun. After reading about
it, I would add that it sounds
�deeply fun.� We will start in the
sanctuary, then move to the
Fireside Room.

 In this workshop you�ll receive an
overview of the SoulCollage
process, have time to make one (or
more) SoulCollage cards and
participate in a SoulCollage reading.
As well as being a member of our
church, Wanda holds a Master of
Arts in Transforming Spirituality and
recently completed the training to
become a registered SoulCollage
facilitator.

 Space is limited to 12.  The $15
fee includes all materials and
images and a catered lunch.
However, if you have any
magazines that you like (or old ones
you�d like to donate) please bring
them to the workshop. The signup
sheet is on our new bulletin board.
Please see one of the members of
our committee after church to
prepay.

Programs for 2010

We�ve postponed our screening and
discussion of Milk to the new year.
We hope to host this on a Sunday
evening, with discussion leadership
from our youth.

Building Your Own Theology II with
Stephen Atkinson is scheduled for
the evenings of February 2, 9;
March 2, 16, 30; April 13, 20; and
May 4, 11, 18, 2010.

Other programs planned include a
three-part book discussion of
Cascadia by Douglas Todd with
Marcia Stephenson in the winter
and a six-part book discussion of
The Tao by Wayne Dyer with
Regina Bauman in the spring.

Please contact ElJean Wilson
(eljean@shaw.ca) or 604-921-
9128 with any questions or
suggestions.

New Sounds
Singers Class
If you quietly mourn that you
don�t sing, if you were told by
others that you can�t sing, to
mouth the words, or sing quietly,
and you shut your mouth, and
voice, and stopped trying, then
I am sorry, but you were told a
lie. YOU Can Sing! Your voice
might need to learn slowly, just
one note at a time, and
sometimes it can take a while,
but I know, that you have a
WONDERFUL VOICE. All voices
are beautiful, sometimes we just
have to teach them how to sing
the same notes as everyone else,
and this can be done!

The class consists of learning
about breathing, familiarizing
ourselves with the feeling of
singing, and gradually, starting
to sing actual notes. I also teach
you about music - the notes/
rhythm/ keys/ etc. so that you
can practice at home.
If you are interested, please e-
mail or call Alison at
604-947-0120 or
a l i sonn ixon@hotmai l . com
 We meet in the Montessori room
from 12:00 - 1pm on the 4th and
1st Sundays of the month.



Social Responsibility
Committee
November Meeting: Sunday,
November 22, 12:15.

Sunday Social Outreach
Each Sunday, the collection plate
serves as our opportunity to
support specific, worthwhile
causes.

Outreach for November:
Unitarian Service Committee
(USC)

November 28, 2009 will be the
100th anniversary of the birth of the
founder of the Unitarian Service
Committee of Canada, Dr. Lotta
Hitschmanova.  Dr. Lotta
immigrated to Canada, leaving
behind a terrible personal
experience in WWII Europe where
she was on a Nazi hit list, and only
learned years later that her parents
had died somewhere between
Theresienstadt and Auschwitz
concentration camps.

She founded the Unitarian Service
Committee of Canada (USC) in
1945 and used her memories to
fuel her passionate foreign aid work
for the rest of her life.  Her initial
intention was to help war-shocked
children and European refugees
survive the aftermath of WWII, a
job she thought would be finished
in four years; but there was always
another war, another natural
disaster.  She traveled from Greece
to Italy, South Korea, Hong Kong,
India, Gaza, South Vietnam,
Bangladesh, Indonesia, and Nepal
for the next 40 years.

In the process of her USC work,
she made Canada a leader in grass-
roots emergency, medical, and
educational international support.
During November, the NSUC
collection will be given to the USC
who will use the funds to support
present-day USC projects in 10
countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin

America.  Dr. Lotta�s struggle to
make a difference is as relevant
today as it was 64 years ago and
the legacy left by this tiny, feisty,
innovative, penny-pinching Czech
refugee is a celebration of a
Canadian hero.  (written by Joyce
Thierry)   See also: usc-canada.org

DISCOVERY CIRCLES
2009 –2010

The small groups we call Discovery
Circles at NSUC are now up and
running,

This type of ministry offers the
opportunity to build relationships of
trust and friendship with others in
the church based upon spiritual
practice, specifically deeper
listening and sharing with each
other. These groups of 6 to 10
people include a trained facilitator;
using session topic sheets created
by our minister.

Discovery Circles are open to
members, friends and newcomers.
In this fall/winter series, groups
meet every 2 weeks for up to 8
sessions, with a Christmas break,
then ending by mid-February. (In
March, groups will re-form and
meet again till May or June).

Note: it�s best to join an existing
group by the second session (early
November).  However, after that
you can still sign up for new groups
on the sheet posted downstairs at
the church; new circles may then
start whenever one is ready to go.

For information, to sign up or offer
to facilitate, contact the Discovery
Circles

Co-ordinator, Andrea Fast, 604-
988-5199, andreafast@shaw.ca

Fun Shui
(Social Events)

Friday, November 6 @ 7 PM -
Movie: The Proposal with Sandra
Bullock & Pizza Nite

Admission: $1 per family + $3 each
for the Pizza. We will first order the
pizza, then start watching the
movie. Bring your own drinks.
Complementary Child care available
with enough advance notice.
Fireside Room downstairs in our
church. Please RSVP to 778-847-
6377

Saturday, November 7 @ 9 AM -
Hike in the North Shore Mountains
followed by Brunch. Meet in our
church parking lot.  Please RSVP
to 778-847-6377

Wednesday, November 11 @ 10 AM
- Vancouver Remembrance Day
Ceremony at Cenotaph at Victory
Square, West Hastings Street,
between Cambie and Hamilton.
Meet at the North Vancouver
Seabus ticket booth.   Followed by
Lunch.  Please RSVP to 778-847-
6377

Sunday, November 22 @ 2 PM -
Eastside (Vancouver) Cultural Crawl
followed by Dinner: http://
www.eastsideculturecrawl.com/;
Meet at the North Vancouver
Seabus Ticket Machine
Please RSVP to 778-847-6377

Birthdays -  Please send your
birthday (month and day only) to
nsucfunshui@gmail.com or phone
778-847-6377 and we will add it to
the NSUC Fun Shui Birthday List



COORDINATOR: Lynn Sabourin

Children’s Program

It has been an extremely busy fall,
but with the support of dedicated
teachers and adult guides for our
children and equally dedicated
Children�s Program Committee, it
has been a rewarding time.  I want
to express our appreciation to
Karen Webb who has served on the
committee for a number of years
and is now stepping down.  In her
new career as a professional
teacher, she has taken on
developing and teaching a
challenging new program: we wish
her luck.  Elsewhere in this
newsletter is Marcia Stephenson�s
article about our Teachers� Retreat,
which was a wonderful success,
even though the numbers were
small.  Thanks to everyone who
came � you were inspiring.  (Keep
eating Sunday soup, macaroni and
hot dogs � one Sunday a month
supports this now annual retreat.
The return on this money is
invaluable).

The two Spirit Play classes (3-6
years) have settled in and children
are learning about our church
community and our principles,
which they call promises.  Each
promise is represented by a colour
of the rainbow and is a reminder
of how we can be in relationship to
each other and the world.  The first
promise story, Crow Boy, illustrated
the red promise- Respect all people
and beings.  Crow Boy is very
different and an outsider at his new

school, but he and his classmates
discover his unique gifts can be
enjoyed and appreciated by all.

The Primary class (7-8 years) has
been exploring special days and
holy days of other faiths and
cultures in their Holidays and
Holydays program.  They learned
about Rosh Hashana, the Jewish
New Year, which lasts for ten days.
The final day, Yom Kippur, is the
�day for righting wrongs,� which is
actually a wonderful way to start a
new year.  They ate challah and
had apples dipped in honey as a
wish for a sweet New Year.  Thanks
to Mark Mayall, the children
experienced being in a sukkah, a
harvest festival booth, which is
prominent during the Jewish
harvest festival of Sukkot.  We
appreciated having Eitan Sharir
with us to share from his family�s
experience of this special week-
long festival.  The children also
learned about the Wheel of the
Year, which consists of eight special
Sabbats, celebrated by Neo-
Pagans, one of our earth-centered
Unitarian Universalist sources.

The Middle group (9-10 years) and
the Intermediate class (11-12
years) had discussions about being
true to oneself and explored the
unique and changeable nature of
how we view the world.  The
children made an outer self-portrait
(how others see them) and an inner
self-portrait of thoughts, wishes
and dreams.  This was added to
their Windows and Mirrors art
panels.  In another session they
heard the story, �Jelly Beans� which
comes from our Quaker friends and
reminds us that kindness is often
what people need. It also
demonstrated how church and
what we learn here can help make
our lives happier and better.

The Lookout Shelter were grateful
for the produce our congregation
brought to our multigenerational
Thanksgiving service. Thanks to
everyone who contributed!

GIFT MAKING

WORKSHOP

Mamma Mia,
Lynn Sabourin

Join us on Sunday, Nov 22

for our annual Gift Making
Workshop, downstairs from 2- 5
pm. Children 5 years and older will
have a chance to make gifts for
family and friends in anticipation
of the holiday season.

There will be favourites like
beeswax candles and wax print
cards in addition to some new
ones. There will 10-12 craft
tables where two adults or youth
will help children with their
particular craft. The cost for each
covers costs only. A loonie
admission covers hot apple cider
and goodies. Plan to join
us as the smell of hot
cider mingles with soft
winter music while
children experience
a sense of
accomplishment
and the joy
creating
meaningful
gifts.

To volunteer to
help with a project
or for more info call
Lynn at
604-926-1621.



Youth Program
COORDINATOR: Samaya Oakley

Being in Community

As I write this newsletter article this
month, I have to share with you a
recent experience that shows how
empowered youth operate. Going
to a youth conference with youth
from the Pacific Northwest District
is an event that many of our youth
look forward to. They go to a
remote conference site with about
260 other youth and adults from
an area that spans Oregon,
Washington, Idaho and BC.
Activities at conferences involve
hair dying workshops, prayer bead
workshops, a keynote speaker, no-
talent shows, a dance, and most
importantly, youth worships. Every
youth that attends needs to have
an adult sponsor from their
congregation present. The youth to
adult ratio is 8 to 1 so the majority
of the folks in attendance are
youth.

As you can imagine there�s a lot of
logistical preparation that takes
place in order for our youth to
attend. For the last few years we�ve
been sending anywhere from 10-
15 youth to these conferences and
this has resulted in the need for
two sponsors to attend most of
these conferences. For this last
conference, we had our sponsors
in place, held a meeting between
the youth, sponsors and parents to
work out details to ensure everyone
was on the same page.

Unfortunately at the last minute,
one of our sponsors had to back
out for legitimate reasons.

It�s in spaces like this that people
rise to the surface to fill the gap.
We saw it earlier this church year
with the Corn Roast. So many
people stepped forward to create
our traditional way of coming
together again celebration. In the
case of the conference, so many
people stepped forward to cultivate
an attitude of possibility. As a result
of some hard work by the youth
and some adults willing to change
their plans to accommodate the
conference, all of our youth that
wanted to attend the conference
were able to attend. The youth
involved were very concerned that
all of the youth were able to attend
and that no one was left behind.
That�s what being in community is
all about.

The youth will be expanding this
circle of concern they have for each
other to the Heifer Project this year.
We�ll be choosing which animals we
want to purchase for donation and
the amount of our donation at a
youth group towards the end of
October. This is the third year in a
row that we have donated to the
Heifer Project. Funds come from
the amounts the youth group gains
from serving coffee. We�d like to
challenge the congregation to meet
our donation. You can donate in any
of the following ways:

• An envelope with your donation
enclosed and a note that it�s for
the Heifer project given to the
office or through the Sunday
collection, OR-

• To the youth serving coffee on
Sunday morning

Religious Education Teachers
Retreat with Youth Advisors –
A Report

Start with months of fundraising by
volunteers offering pots of soup;
add in the challenge of finding our
way to the Zajac Ranch in Mission;
then mix together more than a
baker�s dozen of fascinating people
from the ranks of those who work
with children and youth. Season
with the zest of laughter, worship,
art, and discussion�that was the
recipe for another inspiring retreat
for RE teachers and youth advisors
under perfect autumn skies on the
weekend of Oct. 2-4. The workshops
were planned and directed by Lynn
Sabourin and Samaya Oakley, with
a Saturday afternoon session on
children�s and adults� self-expression
in art facilitated by UCV guest
presenter (and past CUC Director)
Mary Bennett. Through her
guidance, we were led to short-
circuit any self-censoring messages
in a creative process that resulted
in a collaborative collage.

Our organizers planned the schedule
to allow time for self-reflection on
experiences of leadership, to
brainstorm ways our activities can
bring the new NSUC purpose
statement to life, and to problem-
solve practical solutions to everyday
issues that arise in our programs.
We enjoyed some �down time� on
Saturday afternoon, with some of
us venturing out to hike, stroll, or
jog on the paths near the camp,
while others studied, took a snooze
or curled up with a book. We
celebrated under the stars with a
campfire and S�mores on Saturday
night, followed by a crazy
introduction to the game of
�Bananas� back at our lodge. Our
expressions of gratitude in our
closing on Sunday morning included
many who were unable to join us
but who help volunteer all year long.
Thanks also to the Zajac Ranch for
Children for their hospitality at the
retreat centre.     Marcia Stephenson



Notices
Artarians

Artarians Annual Craft Fair � Nov.
29, 2009

25% of the sales this year go to
support Cottage Farm.  Come shop
for cards, quilts, table runners,
jewelry and stained glass.

The Book Club

Meets on Thursday November 19th
in the Fireside Room from 10 until
noon.  Anyone who has read Three
Day Road by Joseph Boyden and
wishes to discuss it is welcome to
attend.  For further information
phone Karen Funt 604-925-3815
or Sharon Bowen at 604-985-9261.

Staff & Board
Directory
Minister:
Rev. Stephen Atkinson

satkinson@nsuc.ca

Board of Trustees:
President: Wayne Hanna

Vice Presidents:
Congregational: John Biasucci
Denominational: Don Gayton
Treasurer: Brian Funt
Secretary: Brian McConnell

Members-at-Large:
Sonja Wachowski
Rachelle Lee
Greg Huynh
Paul Sungaila

Director of Religious
Education: Lynn Sabourin

Music Director:
Alison Nixon

Youth Program Coordi-
nator: Samaya Oakley

Bookkeeper: Kay Welwood

Lay Chaplains: Jasha
Ramsay-Latter, Elizabeth McLin

Office Administrator:
Debbie Leslie nsuc@telus.net
Office Hours: 9:30am-3 pm
Mon, Tues,Thurs, Fri.

Newsletter:
Editor: Brett Enemark
Layout/graphics: Janell Hilton
Production: Debbie Leslie
Web Master: Malcolm Mallory

Library News – Read On

We are holding a used book sale
after the service on Sunday,
February 7th, 2010.  This is to
benefit the library.  It is an �Olympic
Valentine to Charles Dickens� on his
birthday.  Save your saleable books,
CDs, DVDs and special magazines
for the sale.  No old text books,
please.  Hold on to your donations
till after the new year, since the
church is a busy place and we have
no storage space call Nora with any
questions at 604-925-6111.

We meet at the fireplace at 12:30
on November 12 and November 26
� the second and fourth Thursdays.
Please join us. Bring your lunch �
we make tea.

Cronies, Wise Women,
Golden Girls

Let’s Talk Hospitality!

It�s time for our congregation to
look again, perhaps even from
scratch, at the hospitality activities
in the church.  Sunday soup has
been wildly successful, both as
fund-raising for the committees
presenting it and as a valued
opportunity to build connections
among our members and friends.
That is something we�ll definitely
keep.

What we need to do now is to
gather the men and women in the
church who have participated in,
benefitted from or organized
hospitality events, either regularly
or only once, so that all can talk
together about this aspect of the
life of our church as it has been
and as we hope it will become.
Soup teams, regular hospitality
volunteers and anyone in the
community who has concerns and
hopes about welcoming and
belonging through hospitality is
encouraged to come to the meeting
at 12:30pm on Sunday, Nov 22 in
the Sanctuary.

Cares and Concerns

Even as independent-minded
Unitarians there are times in life
when it�s okay to need help. If you,
or someone you know, is shut-in,
ill, facing loss, crisis or other stress,
Care and Concerns is available to
help with a call or visit, a meal or
drive, or other resources. (Please
receive permission to call on behalf
of someone else.)

Mary Segal 604-987-9676, Dianne
Mylrea 604-980-6908, Candace
Parker 604-984-2503, Leslie Whyte-
Gibbons 604-913-9215, Romney
Copping 604-929-3554, Jenny
McHaffie 604-985-8429.


